
 Wednesday, July 19, 2006 • C-1SEQUIM GAZETTE

STRAITSCENES
SECTION SEQUIM GAZETTE

C
Wednesday, March 26, 2008

The deadline for items appearing in C-Section is 5 p.m. Wednesday 
one week before publication. News releases, photos and  ideas may 
be mailed to P.O. Box 1750, Sequim 98382, delivered to the Sequim 
Gazette offi ce at 147 W. Washington St. or e-mailed to editor@
sequimgazette.com.C-3

Stepping into 
spring with ...
The Peninsula Men’s 
Gospel Singers. C-12
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Traveler’s Journal
Sailing the eastern Aegean Sea.

Dish on Dish
Alder Wood Bistro.

Page design by Melanie Reed

Whimsical Woods
Sequim couple make art from backyard fi nds

To create their elaborate works of  art, Val and 
Nancy Jackson don’t have to go far — they 
just turn to their own backyard. 

The Jacksons make arts and crafts from wood, 
moss and fl owers they fi nd on their property, which 
sits on 14 acres between Sequim and Port Angeles. 

“Ninety-nine point nine percent of  the things we 
use are found right here,” said Nancy, gesturing to 
the vast woods behind their home, which includes 
a peek-a-boo view of  the Olympic Discovery Trail 
and a portion of  McDonald Creek. 

The trademark items for the Jacksons, who 
moved to Sequim about 18 months ago from 
Northern California, are birdhouses that 
Val makes with wood from fallen or 
standing dead trees on their land. 

“People think I cut down trees, 
but I don’t,” said Val, who 
said he uses trees that have 
fallen or branches that 
the wind has whipped 
off  the tree. 

Nearly every 
day Val walks 
his property 
searching 
for newly 
fallen logs or 
branches. The 
wood is best, he 
said, when it’s been on the 
ground for about a year. 
The moss that he often 
pulls off  trees is renew-
able, Val added. 

“People say, ‘Well, 
you just ruin it by 
taking it off ’ … but it 
does grow back,” he ex-
plained. 

Although most of  the 
moss is found on their prop-
erty, Nancy said they stop 
and venture into woods on 

Whimsical Woods
Val and Nancy Jackson started Whimsical 
Woods about fi ve years ago from their 
Scotts Valley, Calif., home. Since moving 
to Sequim a year and a half ago, they 
have sold their wares at the Sequim 
Open Aire Market. To donate wood to 
the Jacksons or ask about their pre-
made or custom-made birdhouses and 
ornaments, contact them at 452-7308 
or vjackson@cruzio.com. 

Story and photos 
by Avani Nadkarni

road trips. On trips to Eastern Washington, the Jack-
sons have found some brightly colored, unusual yellow 
moss, and Val said they know of  a Northern California 
rest stop that always has wild California moss growing 
in nearby woods. The Jacksons bring their treasures 
back to their workshop, which contains bins and 
boxes fi lled with twigs, moss, vines and branches, all 
separated by function. 

While Val tends to make larger birdhouses 
that are functional as well as decora-
tive, Nancy said she enjoys making   
smaller, ornament-like houses. 

“I love to work on these little 
guys,” she said, picking up a small, 
delicate house. “I love to make orna-
ments around the holidays.” 

The Jacksons say they appreciate 
donations of  unneeded wood, espe-
cially fence and barn wood, which 
are harder to fi nd here than in their 
former home near Santa Cruz. 

“Friends of  ours donated 
these,” Val said, holding up 

shingles from a old barn’s roof. 
Brightly colored mosses and 

lichens with red berry-like 
fruiting bodies are grow-
ing on the shingles. “They 
weren’t using them and 
we could make good use 
out of  them.” 

Val said they are sure 
to pass on the favor — the 

couple shares fi rewood from the 
property with elderly neighbors 
and friends during the chilly 
winter months. 

Nancy said she knows others 
make similar birdhouses and 

crafts, but she enjoys the unique-
ness of  the materials she and Val 
use.

“We’d rather reuse items found 
in nature and recycle them,” she 
said. “It gives the birdhouses a lot 
more character. It makes them 
more whimsical.” 

Left: Two fence posts sit at the front of the 
Jacksons’ property. “I make these if people 
ask for them,” Val Jackson said. 

Below:  Val Jackson puts the fi nishing 
touches on one of his birdhouses.

Above: This moss found on Val and Nancy Jackson’s property 
may be used to decorate one of their crafts. 

Above: One of Val Jackson’s birdhouses 
hangs outside their workshop, which is 
connected to the Jacksons’ home. 

Below: Nancy Jackson checks one of her 
designs. “I love to work on these little 
guys,” she said of the smaller birdhouses, 
which are for decoration.

Above:  Val and Nancy Jackson stand with two of their 
biggest birdhouses. 

Below: Val Jackson surveys a fallen log in the woods in his backyard.
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